Crystals of the hemiacetal ent-{ 16R, 17R)-17-hydroxy-17-methoxykauran-19-oic acid were obtained in MeOH at room temperature from ent-{ 16/?)-kauran-17-al-l 9-oic acid (C20H30O3) isolated from unripe fruits of Annona cacans Warm. (Annonaceae).
Experimental details H atoms were located from stereochemical reasons, except those of the hydroxyl groups, and were refined riding on a carrier atom with an isotropic displacement parameter of 1.5 (for methyl H atoms) or 1.2 (for the other H atoms) times the value of the equivalent isotropic displacement parameter of the attached atom. Those of the hydroxyl groups were found in a Fourier difference map and refined freely.
Discussion
Annona cacans Warm, is a native tree of the south and southeast of Brazil. Its fruits are reported to be laxative by natives. The tetracyclic eni-kaurane diterpenoid is regarded as an intermediate in the biogenesis of the gibberellin plant growth hormones. The biological activity of medicinal plant, such as exhibiting anti-microbial, anti-inflammatory, cardiovascular, diuretic, anti-HTV, and cytotoxic effects, can sometimes be attributed in plant to the presence of e/ii-kaurane diterpenoid constituents [ 1 ] . The anti-platelet aggregation [1] , anti-HIV [1] [2] [3] , antifeedant activity [4, 5] and anticancer effects [6] have been reported for diterpenes. Several of the last compounds have been isolated from genus Annona [1, 2] .
In the title compound, all the single C-C bond distances are normal with a mean value of 1.543 A. Both cyclohexane rings are in a pure-chair conformation as indicated by the Cremer & Pople puckering parameters [7] ). An inspection of the literature disclosed that this structure was solved in monoclinic system using a crystal obtained from MeOH: H2O [8] . In this case the hemiacetal group is involved in hydrogen bonds with the water molecules, while that in the present case of the anhydrous form, the hydrogen bond occurs between oxygen atoms of the hemiacetal group and oxygen atoms of carboxylic acid groups of the molecules related by symmetry operation, implying in different arrangements of the molecules in the packing. 
